
SCHERERVILLE -- After spending 

time with school children earlier in the 

day, entertainer-educator Tim Hannig 

addressed families during Catholic 
Schools Week at St. Michael School.

   Amidst an array of magic tricks, 
songs, balloon animals, and audience 

participation, Hannig spoke to both 

children and their parents. After talking 
to children about character building, he 
extended his message to adults: "You 
have to take time to realize what 
matters, and part of that is spending 

time with your kids."

   A father of four, Hannig stressed the 

importance of parenting.

   "Make the most of those little 

moments" when parents and children 

are together, he said.

   Coming from Coal City, IL, Hannig 
was part of a week of Catholic school 
activities that featured service projects 

at school and family time as well. 
Hannig's evening performance was the 
culmination of a very busy day.

   "We want to promote our families 

here at St. Michael," said Peg 

Harangody, acting principal, noting the 

presence of many new families visiting 
that evening.
  She added that the spirit of family is 
"basic Catholic tradition - that is what 
we like to preach at St. Michael."

   Hannig, who performs at private and 
public schools, noted that he can 
address faith issues at Catholic schools. 

While at St. Michael he talked about 

loving God, loving others, and 

respecting others.
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Presenter highlights role of parents
a  focus  on  family
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Kathie Companik gets a hug from her twin daughters 

Jennifer and Maeve, both first-grade students at St. Michael 

School, Schererville, as part of the "Pro-Kids" Family Night 

Show at their  school. (Karen Callaway photo)

Austin Polak, a fourth-grade student at St. Michael 

School, Schererville, gets assistance on performing 
as a " magician"  as part of " Pro-Kids"  Family 
Night Show at his school. (Karen Callaway photo)

   Noting that "every child is made in 

the image of God," Hannig said each 

child possesses "great potential."
   Using adults in some skits, Hannig 
said to children "Parents are people, 

too. They love to have fun with you. 

That's why they brought you here 

tonight!"
   Addressing parents, he said, "I have 
the best seat in the house. I get to see 

you interacting with your children!"

   Citing from the Old Testament, 
Hannig encouraged parents to "raise 

your children in the ways that they 
should go, and when they are old, they 

will not depart from it."

   Afterward, Stacie Reardon, a school 

mother, found Hannig's presentation 
"very entertaining for children and 

adults of all ages. You learned from it 
and you were entertained at the same 

time. It reaffirms the family!"

   Patrick Reardon, 8, her second-

grade son, said he learned that "you 
have to spend time with your family."
   David Zuccarelli, 12, a St. Michael 

sixth-grader, said he enjoyed how 

Hannig "made everything fun."

   Chris Wydrinski, holding his 9-
month-old son Eric during Hannig's 

Pro-Kids Show, said "Everything was 
interactive -- parents, kids, values, & 

morals."
   The father of three current St. 
Michael students with two more on 
the way, Wydrinski said the Pro-Kids 
Family Night Show "brought the 

parish together as a family. Maybe it 
will get some more people to 
volunteer!"


